AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1 , (Canceled) 

2, (Previously presented) A method for communicating between a first device and a second 
device over a patli, tlie patii being a single Iv/isted wire paii", tlie iirst device and tlie second device each 
including a U^ansniit port and a receive port, each of tlie transmit ports being a lOBaseT ti'ansmit poit, each of 
their i^ceive ports being a lOBaseT receive port, tlie method comprising: 

applyijig a first set of signals fiom the ti^ismit port of tlie first device onto the path tlirougli a 
connection to a first end of tilie past; 

receiving tlie fii-st set of signals at the i-eceive port of die second device tlirougli a connection to a 
second end of tlie patli; 

monitoring of a presence of tlie first set of signals conducting towards tlie end of tlie receive port of 
tlie second device; and 

disconnecting the receive port of the second device from the second end of the path, and 
connecting the transmit port of tlie second device to the second end of the patli when the monitoring of the 
presence of the first set of signals does not detect the first set of signals.applying a second set of 
signals fi:om the transmit port of the second device onto the path tluough a connection to the second 

and up the path; 

receiving the second set of signals at the receive port of the first device tlirough a comiection 
to the first end of the path; 

monitoring of a presence of the second set of signals conducting towai^ds the receive port of 
the first device; and 

preventing signals from reaching the receive port of the first device and amplifying 
signals flowing from the transniitport of the first device when the monitoring of the presence of 
the second set of signals does not detect the second set of signals, 

providing a high impedance to signals above voiceband flowing from the path to a point 
removed from the path while allowing voiceband signals to pass and be converted to sound. 

providing a high impedance to signals within the telephone voiceband transmitting from 
the path to the receive port of the first device. 

3, (Canceled) 

4, (Canceled) 

5, (Canceled) 



6, (Previously presented) The method of claim 2 further including providing a 
high impedance to signals within the telephone voiceband transmitted from the path to the 
receive port of the second device 

7, (Previously presented) The method of claim 2 further including deriving power 
for the second device through a connection to the second end of the path. 

8, (Previously presented) The method of claim 7 further including expressing of 
substantially all of the power required by the second device at frequencies that are above the 
telephone voiceband and below the lowest frequency of the llrst set of signals, 

9 (Previously presented) The method of claim 7 further including applying power to 
the path through a connection to the first end of the path, 

10. (Previously presented) The method of claim 2 liirther including transmitting the 
first set of signals during a first set of intervals and transmitting the second set of signals duiing a 
second set of intervals, wherein said first set of intervals and said second set of intei"vals are 
substantially non-overlapping. 

1 L (Previously presented) The metJiod of claim 2 f urther including amplifying of tiie first 
set of signals after tlie first set of signals emerge from lire transmit port of tlie first device and before die 
first set of signals ai^ transmitted onto tlie patli, 

12, (Previously presented) The method of clainr 2 fiiilher including amplifying tlie second 
set of signals after tlie second set of signals pass Uie first end of the path and before the second set of 
signals are received by tlie receive port of the first device. 

13, (Previously presented) Tlie metliod of claiiTi 2 wherein said first set of signals confomi 
to tlie Etliemet standard. 

14, (Previously presented ) "Die metliod of claim 2 wherein said second set of signals 
confoitn to tlie Etlieniet standard. 

1 5, (Previously presented) Tlie metliod of claim 13 wherein said first set of signals 
confomi to the lOBaseT Ethernet standaid, 

16, (Previously presented) The nieOiod of claiin 15 where an Etliemet IFG (ijiterJiame gap) 
used by tlie fu'St device is different tlian tlie Etliemet 1 FG used by tlie second device, 

17, (Previously presented) Tlie method of claim 2 llirtlier including providing a Iiigli 
impedance to signals above voiceband flowing ftom tlie patli to a point removed fi"om tlie patli wliile 
allowing voiceband signals to pass and be converted to sound. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The metliod of claim 17 fiii'lJier including providing a liigli 
impedance to signals within tlie telephone voiceband tiansmitting from tlie padi to die receive port of the 
first device 

1 9 CPr^^viousIy Presented) The method of claim 1 8 ilirther including applying power to tlie 
path througli a connection to die first end of tlie patli and deriving power for the second device tlirougli a 
connection to the second end of the patli. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19 furtliei including U'ansmitting tlie fn^st 
set of signals during a first set of intervals and transmitting the second set of signals during a 
second set of intei"vals, wherein said first set of intervals and said second set of intei"vals are 
substantially non-overlapping, 

21 . (Previously Presented) The mediod of claim 20 wherein said first set of signals conform 
to the lOBaseT Etliemet standai"d. 
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